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SUBJECT: CABINET REAFFIRMS SETTLEMENT POLICY 

1. BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED: THE COMMUNIQUE ISSUED AFTER 

THE WEEKLY CABINET MEETING AUGUST 21 INCLUDED THE FOLLOWING 
TEXT REPORTING ON THE CABINET'S DISCUSSION OF LAST 
WEEK'S SETTLEMENTS DECISIONS: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL EXPRESSES ITS 
REGRET OVER THE UNJUSTIFIED REMARKS MADE ON BEHALF OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OE THE UNITED STATES BY THE SPOKESMAN OE THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT, CONCERNING THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
DECISION OF 19TH APRIL 1977 RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF THREE SETTLEMENTS IN JUDEA AMARIA. 

3. ISRAEL DOES NOT ACCEPT AND CANNOT ACCEPT THE ASSERTION 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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THAT SETTLEMENT BY JEWS IN ERETZ ISRAEL IS ILLEGAL. 

4. THE GOVERNMENT OF ISRAEL REITERATES THAT SUCH SETTLE- 
MENT DOES NOT, AND SHALL NOT, CONSTITUTE IN ANY SENSE, 

AN OBSTACLE TO NEGOTIATIONS FOR PEACE TREATIES. END TEXT 

5. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE - COMMENT: THE CABINET'S 
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STATEMENT APPEARS TO BE A CLEAR SIGNAL, IF ANY WERE NEEDED, 

THAT FURTHER SETTLEMENTS ACTIVITY IS TO BE EXPECTED. 

LEWIS 
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